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times as fast as ships. It is obviously time, too, that we
had an agreement of limitation as to fighting aeroplanes-

But there is another air complication. M. Pierre Cot,
French Air Minister, who recently visited the Soviet Govern-
ment aviation centres, has recently told the Foreign Affairs
Committee in the French Chamber, that in five years
Russia would be making more planes than all Europe
put together; that her factories were well equipped and
more were being erected. The existing Russian Air Force
is good and numerous and her leaden have been openly
boasting that Russia will dominate the world in the air*

Even allowing for a considerable number of grains of
salt in this, in view of what is known of the inefficiency of
Russia's other factories3 the position needs the closest study*

To coin a phrase, the Combatancy of the Air rests on
a somewhat different basis from that of the Sea. In modern
times is it not possible to make a non-military ship into
a military one, using the word military as referring to all
war. But to convert a civil aeroplane to a bomb-dropper
is a very simple matter. In countries where folk do as
they are told, as for instance, Italy or Hitlentan, planes
in civil use can easily be compelled to follow convertible
lines. In merry England where every man can still do
pretty much as he likes, we achieve a similar result by
subsidy. The fact remains that a country that doe* most
flying, will have the most readily available and most
powerful potential bombing and scouting air-fleet,

It will be noticed that Lord Rothennere has lately urged
France to have 20,000 planes and lead the world* The
Earl of Galloway openly urges the same course on Britain.
At the bottom of what well do truth and sanity lie,
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England is a very small country geographically, with
an unpleasant climate for a considerable part of the year